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Dear friend,

PERSISTANCE. It is the word that best defines our work during 
2014 in our Foundation’s many fields. 

The tenacity and hope with which our team has worked for years 
to set the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute (IJC) up 
and into motion has had its first reward this year. The official 
inauguration of the Clínic-UB Campus in September was a very 
important boost and a debut, if you allow me the use of artistic 
terms. It was magnificent, an inflection point in the development 
of our research. The progress made in 2014 towards the building 
of the new ICO-Germans Trias I Pujol Campus has also given us 

satisfaction. This progress brings us closer and closer to culminating 
the creation of our two first IJC campuses, which will bring more that 
one hundred researchers together. This will predictably happen in 
2016. So, this year, we will continue to persevere towards said goal. 

Regarding other fields of activity, I would also like to outline the 
numbers reached this year at the Bone Marrow Donor Registry 
(REDMO). The whole team’s work has allowed 452 Spanish pa-
tients a second chance because of a bone marrow transplant 
from an unrelated donor. Throughout these years (1991 – 2014), 
15,451 donors and Spanish umbilical cord blood units have been 
evaluated, allowing 6,758 patients around the world to undergo a 
haematopoietic progenitor transplant. Also, I am really happy to 

 “Persistence is the virtue by which all 
   other virtues bear fruit. ”
     Arturo Graf (1848-1913) Italian writer and poet.
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see that during this period the number of bone marrow donors 
registered in Spain has grown considerably. Each one of these 
people represents, quite simply, more chances for leukaemia 
patients around the world. 

Finally, I would like to refer to another team that is basic to me. 
It is all the people who are UNSTOPPABLE against leukaemia: 
our collaborators. Through a solidary contribution, they allow all 
these projects to continue to develop and grow. Only because 
of them can we persist, can we endure until, one day, all types 
of leukaemia have a final cure with no devastating secondary 
effects on patients. 

Thank you for allowing us to move forward. 

OUR FIGHT WILL ENDURE, UNTIL THERE’S A CURE.

Affectionately,

Josep Carreras
President
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    UNSTOPPABLE 
   AGAINST      
    LEUKAEMIA

The Foundation has invested 150 mil-
lion euros in research projects since its 
creation. In 2010 it started the Josep 
Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute 
in Barcelona, one of the few centres in the 
world dedicated exclusively to leukaemia 
and other haematological malignancies. 

It is a public research centre collaborat-
ing with the Generalitat de Calatunya (the 
Catalan Government) and the University 
of Barcelona (UB), the Universidad 
Autónoma de Barcelona (UAB) and the 
hospitals within the public health system. 

 

Until we cure it, 
WE WILL ENDURE. 

The Foundation offers a free medical 
counselling service (2,119 requests in 
2014) and accommodation for patients 
with limited economic resources who 
have to move away from their homes to 
undergo a lengthy treatment. 

All our efforts continue to pursue a sole 
objective: for leukaemia to become, one day, 
a curable disease in every case. Despite the 
progress made in the last few years, we still 
lose two in every ten children and half the 
adult patients. Until we cure it permanently, 
WE WILL ENDURE. 

We will continue 
to be UNSTOPPABLE 
in our effort to 
improve patients’ 
quality of life. 

Until we find a 
compatible donor 
for every patient, 
WE WILL ENDURE. 
So no patients miss out on a chance to be 
cured because of the lack of a compatible 
bone marrow donor, in 1991, the Foundation 
created the Bone Marrow Donor Registry 
(REDMO). Thanks to this initiative, Spanish 
patients have access to the more than 25 
million bone marrow donors and umbilical 
cord blood units available around the world. 

From 1991, the Bone Marrow Donor 
Registry (REDMO) at the Josep Carreras 
Foundation has evaluated 15,451 Spanish 
voluntary donors and umbilical cord blood 
units allowing 6,758 patients around the 
world to undergo a haematopoietic pro-
genitor transplant.

Every year thousands of people contract leukaemia. The Josep Carreras Leukaemia 
Foundation was born in 1988 with finding a final cure for the disease and improving 
patients’ quality of life as a goal. Once he got over his disease, Josep Carreras created 
the Foundation to show gratitude for the multiple displays of affection he received. The 
Foundation concentrates its efforts on the following basic areas: 

ABOUT US
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MISSION

VISION

VALUES Independence: we are an independent 
foundation, governed exclusively by inde-
pendent people, coming from scientific, 
professional and corporate fields, with no po-
litical or institutional obligations whatsoever. 

Rigour and transparency: in the mea-
sure in which we ask society for help, we 
must answer back by explaining the des-
tination of the charity entrusted to us and 
work with complete professionalism. 

• Each year we go through an external audit 
performed by the firm Auditing. If you are 
interested in receiving the Foundation’s last 
Account Result online, request it through 
the e-mail address info@fcarreras.es

• The Josep Carreras Foundations com-
plies with the law 10/2010 by having a 
Manual where all the established proce-
dures and control measures for money 
laundering and terrorism funding preven-
tion are described. 

Safeguarding of Mr Josep Carreras’s 
name reputation: The Foundation benefits 
from Mr Josep Carreras’s reputation. We 
must use his name responsibly in developing 
our activities.

Commitment: we are a foundation com-
mitted to the mission Josep Carreras has 
pursued ever since he founded it, and on 
which he continues to actively work on today.

Investment in scientific research: with the 
help of the public sector, we concentrate 
our efforts in scientific research so it moves 
forwards faster than public resources allow it 
to, by developing projects in this field. 

Providing personal and warm responses 
to inquiries received: we are all together 
in our will to eradicate the disease so a 
humane attitude is basic to help one and 
other and to offer support to all those people 
who are suffering from the illness or who 
have questions about the characteristics 
that define it. 

One day, making leukaemia a 100% curable 
disease for everyone and in every case.

Working to constantly increase our social 
base, making efforts towards scientific re-
search and consolidating the current lines 
of work a priority.

ABOUT US / Mission, vision & values
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CORPORATE 
IDENTITY 
CHANGE
After more that twenty-five years of thorough work against 
leukaemia, during 2014 we decided to re-think the way we 
present ourselves to society. We believe being a driving force 
of change in the fight against leukaemia is the best way to 
describe who we are to society. Because of this, this year 
we have made our new graphic image and slogan public.

REDMO

FJC

By using these three circles, the Foundation is shown as 
the core of a cell with different programmes. It is the DNA 
shaped by our values and attitudes that are part of each of 
the pillars that support our foundational activity. 

These parts making up the cell could be seen as the Josep 
Carreras Research Leukaemia Institute, the Bone Marrow 
Donor Registry (REDMO) and the social programmes 
such as patient accommodation or our medical counselling 
service. Our new logo consists of all these parts added up. 
Their cohesion, interrelation and harmony are necessary so 
together they give shape to the foundation. 

Also, our slogan reminds us, relentless: “Our fight will endure, 
until there's a cure”. This sentence gathers once again the 
force that moves us, our tenacity to attain our goal. 

SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH

SOCIAL
PROGRAMES

Hasta que la curemos
NO PARAREMOS

Fins que la curem
NO PARAREM

Our fight will endure
UNTIL THERE'S A CURE

ABOUT USMission, vision & values /
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GOVERNMENT 
BODIES

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES

The Board of Trustees is 
the Foundation’s managing 

body and its task is to 
accomplish the foundational 

goal, and to guarantee the 
appropriate management of 

the Foundation’s assets.

President
Mr Josep Carreras*

Vice-president
Prof Evarist Feliu*

Secretary 
Mr Calixto Mut

Treasurer 
Mr Albert Carreras*

DIRECTION AND 
MANAGEMENT 

BOARD OF HONOUR 

Prof Ciril Rozman
Honorary vice-president 

and co-founder.

1. Dr Enric Carreras
Director of the Bone 

Marrow Donor Registry

2. Mr Antoni Garcia Prat
Manager

BOARD’S CHAIRMEN

1. Prof Rafael Jiménez de Parga  

2. Mr Ramiro Giménez*
3. Mr Albert Carreras Pérez*

4. Mr Marcel Pascual*
5. Mr Lluís Bassat 

6. Dr C. Dean Buckner 

7. Mr Arcadi Calzada

8. Dr Rainer Storb

9. Dr Joan Uriach

10. Mr Joaquim Folch-Rusiñol

11. Dr Álvaro Urbano*
12. Prof Jordi Sierra* 

(*) Members of the 

Delegate Committee.
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NACIONAL TEAM

/ National team

REDMO

DONOR
DEPARTMENT

PATIENT
DEPARTMENT

UCB*
DEPARTMENT

ACCOUTING
DEPARTMENT

INHERITANCE & 
LEGACY DONORS

Albertina Grau

DONOR & 
DONATION 

MANAGEMENT
Anna Grau

CORPORATE

ALLIANCES
Belén Roldán

GENERAL 
SECRETARY

Anna Boix

IT & Systems
Mario Gran 

PATIENT 
ACCOMODATION

Esther Soto

CUSTOMER 
SERVICE

Maite Santiago 

MANAGEMENT

& QUALITY
Anna Giner

REDMO
MANAGEMENT

Núria Marieges

REDMO 
TECHNICAL 

MANAGEMENT 
Cristina Fusté

MARKETING

COMMUNICATION 
& E-MARKETING
Alexandra Carpentier 

de Changy

Marta Fernández

Cristina Bueno

Núria Giménez

Cecilia Montesinos

Mariam Pérez

Ana Pertusa

Ana Montesinos

Clara Rosés

Mavi Díaz

Montse Rebagliato

Mavi Díaz

Carolina Salillas

Raissa Dardet

*Umbilical cord blood.

SCIENTIFIC
DIRECTION
Prof Evarist Feliu

DIRECTION
OF REDMO
Dr Enric Carreras

MANAGEMENT
Mr Antoni Garcia Prat
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US Friends of the José Carreras International Leukaemia 
Foundation / 

The Josep Carreras Foundation in the United States funds a research 
professorship at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. This 
professorship is called the Josep Carreras/E. Donnall Thomas and 
is funded with more that 1,000,000 dollars. It is offered among the 
members of the clinical research division at the American centre 
so they dedicate 75% of their time to research. From 2009, the 
beneficiary of this professorship has been Dr Hans-Peter Kiem, 
who has made important progress in cell therapy. In 2014, Dr Bruce 
Clurman, whose research is on the cell mechanisms produced by 
cancer cells, took his place.

Fondation José Carreras pour la lutte contre la leucémie, 
Genève /

The Josep Carreras Foundation in Switzerland holds a high resolution 
typing programme for umbilical cord blood units the Swiss registry 
collects, which are then at the disposal of any patient around the world.

Deutsche José Carreras Leukämie Stiftung e.V. /

Thanks to the more than 150 million euros raised through 20 editions 
of the leukaemia TV Gala, the Josep Carreras Foundation in Germany 
has funded more than 950 projects, 500 of which were dedicated to 
research grants and scholarships, 60 to the creation and enlargement of 
assistance and research equipment and more than 350 were dedicated 
to social issues and aids for patient and family member associations.

INTERNATIONAL 
PRESENCE

US Friends of the 
José Carreras International 
Leukaemia Foundation 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer
Research Center.

1100 Fairview Ave. N., D5-100
PO Box 19024
Seattle, WA 98109-1024
United States

Contact

Telephone: (+1) 206 667 7108
Fax: (+1) 206 667 6498

Fundación Josep Carreras 
contra la Leucemia.

Muntaner 383, 2º
08021 Barcelona

Spain

Contact

Telephone: (+34) 93 414 55 66
Fax: (+34) 93 201 05 88

www.fcarreras.org

Deutsche José Carreras 
Leukämie Stiftung e.V.

Elisabethstraße 23
80796 Munich
Germany

Contact

Telephone: (+49) 89 272 9040
Fax: (+49) 89 272 90444
www.carreras-stiftung.de

Fondation José 
Carreras pour la 

lutte contre la 
leucémie, Genève.

1 Case Postale 85
CH-1217 Meyrin 2

Switzerland

ABOUT USInternational presence / 
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SOURCE 
OF OUR 

RESOURCES
DURING 

2014 

€625,527.46
Financial income. 

€1,420,478.05
Donations and other income.

€5,487,928.11
Donations from regular donors. 

€11,237,766.31
Income towards the search of haematopoietic 
progenitors (bone marrow, peripheral blood and/or 
umbilical cord blood) for Spanish patients. .

€26,065,162.70

€3,268,207.34
Reserve debit for the construction and equipment of the 
Josep Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute.

€4,025,255.43
Income towards the search of haematopoietic 
progenitors (bone marrow, peripheral blood and/or 
umbilical cord blood) for foreign patients.

/ Financial information
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DESTINATION 
OF 

RESOURCES
DURING 

2014 

€2,102,668.77
Administration and fundraising.

€2,335,021.70
Reserve payments for the construction and equipment of 
the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute.

€2,308,633.78
REDMO structure expenses.

€3,649,085.47
Expenses for the search of haematopoietic progenitors 
(bone marrow, peripheral blood and/or umbilical 
cord blood) for foreign patients.

€26,065,162.70

€1,459,786.23
Awareness campaign.

€10,280,331.86
Expenses for the search of haematopoietic progenitors 
(bone marrow, peripheral blood and/or umbilical cord 
blood) for Spanish patients.

€3,909,634.89
Support for scientific research. Provision of resources 
to the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute 
and other social and teaching programmes.

Financial information / 
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13LINES OF WORKThe different lines of work / 

SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH 

The Josep Carreras 

Leukaemia Research Institute.

(IJC)

PATIENT 
ACCOMMODATION

PATIENT 
ASSISTANCE

BONE MARROW 
DONOR REGISTRY 
(REDMO)

THE 
DIFFERENT 
LINES OF 
WORK
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AVERAGE TIME 
FOR THE SEARCH 
OF A DONOR 
IN DAYS.

2014
¤ 829,611

¤390,597.6932,929
new

 bone m
arrow

 donors.

OF NEW LABORATORIES IN THE CLÍNIC-UB CAMPUS

NON RELATED DONOR TRANSPLANTS 
LOCATED BY REDMO PERFORMED. 

patients taken into our apartments

PATIENT 
ACCOM-
MODATION 
APPARTMENTS

/ ¤5.376,704.83
TOWARDS NEW SCIENTIFIC LINES 

OF RESEARCH IN COOPERATION 
WITH GERMAN RESEARCHERS.

in num
bers

28
INHERITANCES & LEGACIES

10
6 

so
lid

ar
y e

ve
nt

s 
ca

rr
ie

d 
ou

t.

250 m²

DESTINED TO SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH CONSTRUCTION & EQUIPMENT 

2,119
medical guidance requests

patients for whom at least one compatible bone marrow donor has been located. 

RAISED 
THROUGH 

LINES OF WORK / Numbers
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Prof. Evarist Feliu Frasnedo 
Vice-president and Scientific Director of the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Foundation.

President of the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute Delegate Committee.

Dear friend,

The year 2014 has been a setting up 
year for the Josep Carreras Leukaemia 
Research Institute (IJC). On the 5th of 
September the Clínic-UB Campus was 
inaugurated, and in December, stage 0 
of the construction of the ICO-Germans 
Trias I Pujol Campus building concluded 
and the construction of stage 1 began. 

The Institute has increased its human 
resources. Currently, there are 41 people 
in the team, 23 in the Clínic-UB Campus, 14 
in the ICO-Germans Trias I Pujol Campus 
and 4 in the Sant Pau Campus. To them, 
the personnel from the three Haematology 
Services must be added, in which there 
are more than 70 physicians, which have 
either been affiliated with the IJC or are 
in the process of being so. On the other 
hand, through the integration process of 
the Predictive and Personalised Medicine 
of Cancer Institute into the ICO-Germans 
Trias i Pujol Institute and the Josep Carreras 
Leukaemia Research Institute through the 
SUMA project, four research teams will 
join the Institute’s ICO-Germans Trias i 
Pujol Campus. These teams are directed 
by the Doctors Marcus Buschbeck, Mayka 
Sánchez, Tania Vavouri and Fumiichiro 
Yamamoto, and wil l mean adding 19 
researchers more. 

The Josep Carreras Leukaemia Foundation 
has continued invest in equipment, such 
as an animal experimentation irradiator, a 
Single Cell platform (Fluidigm) for the study of 
single-cell genes, and a metaphase scanner.  

Scientif ic production in 2014 has been 
very good, with 75 scientific articles having 
been published. Of these reports, 62% 
were published in the first quartile, with 
an average impact factor of 6.8 and the 
presence of the Institute in the best scientific 
magazines around the world, such as the 

New England Journal of Medicine, the Cell, 
Cancer Cell, Journal of Clinical Oncology 
and The Journal of Experimental Medicine. 
Also, 12 PhD theses have been read and 11 
are being worked on. The first patent for a 
new treatment for acute myeloid leukaemia 
is also being prepared. 

The Josep Carreras Leukaemia Foundation 
has also granted three start-up packages 
worth €540.000 to the Principal Researchers 
Dr Ruth Muñoz Risueño, Dr Pablo Menéndez 
and Dr Francesc Solé, and four to the four 
more Principal Researchers at the SUMA 
project, worth a total of €200.000. In order 
to give these grants, the contribution of  the 
"La Caixa Foundation" has been essential. 
Currently, the Institute has 6 on-going research 
projects and cooperates in 16 international 
network projects (Big science).

From a financial point of view, competitive 
public and private funds obtained by the 
IJC researchers in 2014 have reached 
more than 8 million euros. Additionally, 
in December, the sum of the projects 
requested and pending resolution was 
€5.796.000, of which €2.000.000 have 
already been obtained. 

In order to continue our progress we need 
talent and effort and financial resources. 
We also need to recognise difficulties and 
transform them into opportunities without 
becoming over-confident but continuing 
our high standards. We need the people 
in charge of labs and cl inics to work 
hand in hand and to have the willpower 
and persistence so as to endure until 
we beat leukaemia and other malignant 
blood related diseases. We must be firm in 
our conviction that we will make it. 

Our fight will endure, 
UNTIL WE FIND A CURE. 

Thank you very much, 

LINES OF WORKThe Josep Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute (IJC) /
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The Josep Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute (IJC), CERCA centre of the Generalitat 
de Catalunya (the Catalan Government), was founded in 2010 with the aim of giving 
a powerful boost to biomedical research and developing personalised medicine for 
haematological malignancies and, especially, leukaemia. It is an unprecedented centre 
which uses the most advanced technological means to try to beat leukaemia and other 
haematological malignancies through hard work and effort.

Leukaemia, together with some of the other haematological malignancies are 
some of the most challenging human cancers to treat. Despite this they are curable 
and therefore it is not surprising that two of the cancers with the most successful treat-
ment results are infant acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL) and Hodkin's lymphoma.

The lines of research and the different scientific campuses. The opportunities 
research on leukaemia and other haematological malignancies represent are clear. 
Response strategies to these opportunities must employ the methodology and 
technologies that fit in with the challenges the fight to cure these illnesses present. To 
this end, we carry out the following research lines at the IJC:

� Acute Leukaemia

� Chronic Lymphoproliferative Syndromes

� Chronic Myeloproliferative Neoplasms

� Monoclonal Gammopathies

� Myelodysplastic Syndromes

� Haematological Malignancies and Coagulation

� Complications due to Therapeutic Procedures

� Haematopoietic Progenitor Transplants and Cell Therapy

� Research

� Clinical Research

The IJC is spread across three independent campuses: the Clínic-UB Campus, located 
at the research facilities of the UB Medical School in Barcelona; the ICO-Germans Trias i 
Pujol Campus in Badalona, located near the University Hospital Germans Trias i Pujol and 
the UAB Germans Trias i Pujol academic unit and the Institute of Predictive and Personalized 
Medicine of Cancer (IMPPC) and thirdly the Sant Pau Campus, located at the healthcare 
facilities at the Santa Creu i Sant Pau Hospital and the UAB Sant Pau academic unit. 

The la Caixa Foundation has been supporting the development of the IJC since 
2011. Their contribution already amounts to €775,000, which has been allocated to 
funding three research groups (two at the Clínic-UB Campus and one at the ICO-
Germans Trias i Pujol Campus), plus the four that will be joining the institute in 2015. 

THE JOSEP 
CARRERAS 

LEUKAEMIA 
RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE

(IJC)

For more information on the IJC and their teams, you can log into w w w.carrerasresearch.org

LINES OF WORK / Our fight will endure, UNTIL THERE'S A CURE
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¤5,376,704.83

¤8,630,343.92

AMOUNT ALREADY PAID OFF BY THE JOSEP CARRERAS 
LEUKAEMIA FOUNDATION FOR THE CREATION AND EQUIPMENT 
OF THE CLÍNIC-UB CAMPUS AND FOR THE EARTHWORK, 
FOUNDATION & STRUCTURE OF THE ICO-GERMANS TRIAS I 
PUJOL CAMPUS BUILDING. 

AMOUNT RESERVED FOR THE ACQUISITION OF AN IRRADIATOR 
AND OTHER EQUIPMENT FOR THE CLÍNIC-UB CAMPUS AND FOR 
THE INSTALLATION OF FACILITIES, FINISHING & EQUIPPING OF 
THE ICO-GERMANS TRIAS I PUJOL CAMPUS. 

THE IJC IN NUMBERS
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The Clínic-UB Campus has a 250m² at the 
Medical School in Barcelona University 
(UB). As part of the partnership, the IJC 
has provided the Clínic-UB Campus with 
the following: a Molecular laboratory, 
a Flow Cytometry laboratory and a 
Cryobiology room. It has also contributed 
to the development of the animal facility, 
guaranteeing its construction and scientific 
installations, valued at €3,115,697.08. In 
the same way, due to the complexity of 
some procedures, the IJC has helped 
to remodel some of the facilities shared 
with the UB in the fields of microscopy, 
proteomics and genomics, to ensure their 
optimum use. 

From the Josep Carreras Leukaemia 
Foundation we have invested more 
than 3 million euros in the construction 
of the facilities and labs at this new 
scientific campus located at the Medical 
School in Barcelona University and 
have provided it with the most 
advanced research equipment. 

The most important activity at the Josep 
Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute at the 
Clinic-UB site, is focused on the development 
of basic, translational and clinical research 
projects in the field of haematopoietic stem 
cells (normal and leukaemic) and on cell 
therapy, which are two of the most important 
lines of research at the IJC. Cell therapy 

and haematopoietic progenitor research is 
carried out within the context of the UB Cell 
Therapy programme (TCUB) coordinated by 
the Medical School, which includes preclinical 
and clinical research teams from many 
medical fields. Similarly, different clinical 
and translational research projects are 
developed for other diseases such as acute 
myeloblastic leukaemia, myelodysplastic 
syndromes and multiple myeloma. 

On the 5th of September 2014 we inau-
gurated the laboratories and facilities on 
this Campus. Dr Xavier Trias, Mayor of 
Barcelona; Dr Antoni Castellà, Research 
and University Secretary for the Catalan 
Government; Mr Carles Constante, Health 
Planning and Research Director for the 
Catalan Government; Dr Dídac Ramírez, 
Vice-Chancellor at Barcelona University 
(UB) and Mr Josep Carreras, President of 
the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Foundation 
and of the Josep Carreras Research Institute 
(IJC) attended this ceremony and visited 
the new laboratories, directed by Dr Pablo 
Menéndez and coordinated by Dr Álvaro 
Urbano-Ispizua. 

Josep Carreras with Prof Ciril Rozman, honourable 
member of the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Foundation, 
Co-Founder of the Josep Carreras Leukaemia 
Research Institute and prominent figure in the field of 
haematology. 

From left to right (1st row): 
Prof. Ciril Rozman, honourable member 
of the Josep Carreras Leukaemia 
Foundation, co-founder of the Josep 
Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute; 
Mr Antoni Castellà, Research and 
University Secretary at the Catalan 
Government, Mr Xavier Trias, Mayor 
of Barcelona; Mr Josep Carreras; Dr 
Dídac Ramírez, vice-chancellor at 
Barcelona University (UB); Dr Josep Mª 
Piqué, director of the Hospital Clínic in 
Barcelona and Dr Carles Constante, 
Health Planning and Research director 
at the Catalan Government. From left 
to right (2nd row): Dr Jordi Alberch, 
UB Research deputy vice-chancellor; 
Cristina Iniesta, health delegate for 
Barcelona local government; Mr 
Albert Carreras, treasurer at the Josep 
Carreras Leukaemia Foundation; Prof 
Evarist Feliu, vice-president of the 
Josep Carreras Leukaemia Foundation, 
Prof Francesc Cardellach, Medical 
School dean at the UB and Dr Álvaro 
Urbano-Ispizua, IJC Clínic-UB campus 
coordinator.

THE CAMPUS / CLÍNIC-UB

LINES OF WORK

Our scientific campuses 
& their development 
during 2014

Facilities & growth. 

/ Our fight will endure, UNTIL THERE'S A CURE
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Scientists from the Stem Cell, Mesenchymal 
Cancer and Development group, directed by Dr 
Pablo Menéndez (1), have obtained a 350,000-euro 
grant from the Biologics and Genetic Therapies 
Directorate (BGTD) from Health Canada, the 
Canadian federal health system. The BGTD is the 
body that regulates biological drugs and radiophar-
maceuticals for humans in Canada. This includes 
cell therapy regenerative medicine is included. The 
highest risk associated to these treatments is the 
possibility of these cells causing cancer in human 
beings. For the moment, there is no way of telling 
the cells that can develop into cancer apart from 
healthy ones. The project consists in developing 
ways of identifying the stem cells that can cause 
cancer to form in human beings. This task will be 
carried out for five years. 

Dr Alessandra Giorgetti (2), associate re-
searcher in this investigation, published, in 
November 2014, a scientific report in the maga-
zine Stem Cell Reports. It describes a new way 
of generating neurons from blood stem cells 
(these cells give rise to all kinds of blood cells). 
Neurons are specialised cells in the nervous 
system that transmit messages through electrical 
and chemical impulses. The group is interested in 

generating cell populations and seeing what 
goes wrong when a cell becomes leukaemic. In 
this project, scientists describe a new, faster and 
more efficient method to the ones used up to 
now to generate neurons in a laboratory. They 
use a sophisticated technique to introduce genes 
into blood cells. These genes send impulses, 
which direct the conversion of blood cells into 
neurons. The most important thing is that these 
cells are able to send electrical impulses just like 
normal neurons do, making them into a good 
model that reproduces some of the traits of the 
human nervous system. These cells are a valuable 
tool to test possible therapies in relation to toxicity 
and efficacy of new drugs. These studies are 
essential before a new treatment can be tested, 
first in mice and then in patients. 

Acute leukaemia is the most frequent cancer 
in children. Within the subtypes of leukaemia, 
scientists have described specific associations of 
chromosomal alterations, used as a prognostic 
factor and to classify the risk groups, a very 
important aspect when defining treatment 
alternatives. There is a very infrequent type that is 
especially diagnosed in infants and is always deadly. 
It is infant MLL-AF4+ acute pro-B lymphoblastic 
leukaemia with t(4;11) translocation. Currently, we 
do not know in which cell this alteration takes place, 
which cell is oncogenic, why the latency period is 
so short, which mutations cooperate with MLL-AF4 
(the genome in these babies is surprisingly stable), 
why such a high percentage are resistant to 
glucocorticoids, something that does not happen 
in other types of acute leukaemia, etc. In essence, 
all these gaps are due, in great measure, to the 
fact that us researchers, after 15 years working 
on it, have not been able to reproduce this type 

of leukaemia in the lab. This is what we have been 
trying to do in this line of research. During 2014, 
this project has received a €200,000 grant from 
the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Foundation in 
Germany, an entity created by the Catalan tenor 
in 1994 and linked to the Foundation carrying the 
same name in Spain. These funds are part of a 
joint project between Dr Pablo Menéndez and 
Prof Rolf Marschalek at the Institut für Biologie 
Pharmazeutische, part of the Goethe-Universität 
in Frankfurt.  

This project has also received a grant from Health 
Research Projects (formally known as the FIS 
Grant) from the Carlos III Health Institute. Dr Clara 
Bueno, a member of this team, has been awarded 
these funds.

Development of the 
project on infant 
MLL-AF4+ acute 

pro-B lymphoblastic 
leukaemia with t(4;11) 

translocation

Stem Cell, 
Mesenchymal Cancer 

& development
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DNA and RNA extraction are basic steps in 
scientific labs to study the information encoded 
in these molecules within cells. Traditionally, the 
lab personnel laboriously perform these steps by 
hand. The personnel available to perform these 
analyses, often limits the number of experiments 
and samples. The Maxwell sample concentrator, 
donated by the Promega company to the IJC in 
solidarity, has an automatic purification system 
for nucleic acids and works through the use of 
robotics to process up to 16 samples at once. 
This system saves a lot of time in DNA and RNA 
extraction and makes it more exact. The first 
group at the IJC that has begun to use this tool is 
Dr Menéndez’s group at the Clínic-UB Campus.

Agreement being signed with Gentium managers. 

During 2014, the Josep Carreras Leukaemia 
Research Institute and Gentium have signed a 
four-year research collaboration agreement to per-
form further research into the beneficial effects of 
defibrotide for patients undergoing bone marrow 
transplantation.

The research group working on endothelial 
disturbance during hematopoietic stem cell trans-
plantation (HSCT) directed by Dr Enric Carreras, 
has shown that defibrotide protects patients 
from some side-effects of the HSCT procedure. 
These studies have contributed to the recent autho-
rization of defibrotide (Defitelio®) by the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA) for the treatment of se-
vere sinusoidal obstruction syndrome (SOS) also 

known as Venous Occlusive Disease (VOD) of the 
liver. VOD is a common disorder among patients 
undergoing HSCT after treatment for leukaemia or 
other haematological malignancies. Recent studies 
on its effects in patients with VOD have shown that 
it can limit the endothelial damage that triggers the 
successive events that finally cause the sinusoi-
dal obstruction. Some studies further show that 
defibrotide can reduce the pro-thrombotic status 
of these patients. However, additional research 
would be required to fully elucidate the precise 
mechanism of action of this drug in VOD and other 
post-HSCT complications related to the transplant 
such as acute Graft versus Host Disease.

New equipment 
for DNA & RNA 

extraction 

Important Research 
Agreement signed 

between Gentium S.p.A. 
(Gentium) & the 

Josep Carreras 
Leukaemia Research 

Institute
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To establish the ICO-Germans Trias i Pujol scientific 
Campus, the Badalona Council donated a plot 
close to the Hospital Germans Trias i Pujol. Here 
the Josep Carreras Leukaemia foundation is 
building a new 6,610m2 building above ground 
level with a 3,832m2 basement level for car park 
and utilities, and will provide the researchers with 
the necessary support. This contribution is valued 
at €11,000,000. The first donations for the project 
granted by the people from Badalona have been 
from the Badalona Rotary Club and the Badalona 
Foundation against Cancer.

During 2014 we have been able to complete 
stage 0, of the ICO-Germans Trias i Pujol Campus 
building. It is a symbolic and very important step 
in the progress towards its inauguration in summer 
2016. 

During 2014, stage 1 of the construction was 
awarded through public tender to ACR Construction 
Company, a firm that has built buildings such as 
the CIMA centre of biomedical research at the 
University of Navarra in Pamplona, for a total cost 
of €6,306,563.28. In addition, Agefred, a world-
renowned organization for complex health and 
research constructions, was contracted to install 
the facilities.

This stage of the construction will consist of 
the installation and equipping of all the common 
services (technical infrastructure, air conditioning, 
gases, supplies, library, conference room, dinning 

room, entrances), the closing of the perimeter with 
the façades and ceilings and the adaptation of 
the building as a workspace with up to 50% of 
the space available for laboratories in each of the 
three floors that will harbour them. The rest of the 
space, potentially useful for laboratories, will be 
reserved for future expansion. This way, as the IJC 
grows, setting up the furniture and final technical 
infrastructure will be all that is needed, and it won’t 
be necessary to disturb the on-going research at 
the centre. 

Additionally, during this period, we have signed 
a cooperation contract with the pharmaceutical 
company Janssen through which a €200,00 grant 
is awarded for the construction of the IJC ICO-
Germans Trias i Pujol Campus. To acknowledge 
this generous contribution the Campus library will 
carry the name of this company.  

/ Hasta que no la curemos, NO PARAREMOS

Facilities & growth

The ICO-Germans 
Trias i Pujol 

Campus building

The CAMPUS

ICO-Germans Trias i Pujol
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In October 2014, the Josep Carreras Foundation in Germany allocated 
more than €600,000 to three on going projects at the ICO-Germans 
Trias i Pujol Campus in cooperation with German researchers. The 
goal of one of these projects is properly identifying the different 
subtypes of myelodysplastic syndromes through blood samples. 
These are a heterogeneous group of malignant blood diseases. The 
group's goals include the use of more precise methods to properly 
diagnose a greater number of patients, better and faster. This project 
is being carried out under the management of Dr Francesc Solé (1), 
Research director of the ICO-Germans Trias i Pujol Campus in the 
Josep Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute, in cooperation with 
Prof Detlef Haase and Dr Christina Ganster at the Georg-August-
Universität Medical School in Göttingen.

Dr Marcus Bushbeck (2), who will join the IJC in 2015, is developing 
another project on myelodysplastic syndromes based on the role 
of Polycomb-group proteins in the progress of these illnesses and 
their development into acute myeloid leukaemia. Dr Katharina Götze  
from Medizinische Klinik at the Technical University in Munich is Dr 
Buschbeck’s German associate for this programme. 

Dr Mayka Sánchez (3), who has also joining the ICO-Germans Trias 
i Pujol Campus research team in 2015, has received these resources 
from our German organization for a line of study consisting in the 
evaluation of iron overload in patients with sideroblastic anaemia, a 
type of myelodysplastic syndrome. In most of these patients a genetic 
mutation can be identified, although the exact mechanisms of how 
iron gathers is unknown. These patients with sideroblastic anaemia 
do not usually develop acute leukaemia but suffer from chronic 
anaemia and cell damage due to iron overload. The goal of this line 
of research, which Dr Sanchez carries out together with Dr Norbert 
Gattermann, at the Haematology Department at the Heinrich Heine 
University in Düsseldorf, is to understand these mechanisms and 
provide treatments for this condition. 

New resources 
for basic research 

projects on 
myelodysplastic 

syndromes

1

2

3

SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS 
& COOPERATION 
at the ICO-Germans Trias i Pujol Campus

LINES OF WORK / Our fight will endure, UNTIL THERE'S A CURE



23

The group (4) which Dr Francesc Solé coordinates has received a FIS 
grant from the Carlos III Health Institute through the Ministry of Economy 
and Competitiveness, to work for three years on the following project: 
“Study of sub-clones of the genetic changes in samples of patients suf-
fering from 5q- myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS) treated with lenalido-
mide (Revlimid®)”. This project studies the genes that make MDS patients 
resistant to lenalidomide in order to improve these patients’ prognosis. 

During 2014, the work of Dr Solé’s team has been reported in an article 
published in the international magazine Cancer Cell, due to the identifi-
cation of a cell mechanism that causes a specific type of myelodysplastic 
syndrome. The article describes how the cell mechanism (casein kinase 
1A1 (CSNK1A1)) has been identified for the first time, for the formation 
of a type of myelodysplastic syndrome (5q Syndrome).  This discovery 
could be used in the future to develop a possible therapy for this disease. 
The cellular study, in this case, has paved the way for the delicate task 
of finding a new, safe and efficient drug for patients suffering from this 
process. This project’s coordination has been carried out by Dr Benjamin 
Ebert’s group in Boston and Dr Francesc Solé’s group at the Josep 
Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute, with Vera Ademá as the main 
grant holder from our institute participating in this project.

Dr Josep Mª Ribera’s (5) project “New generation sequencing before 
high sensibility flow cytometry for the detection of minimal residual 
disease in childhood and adult acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL)” 
has also been awarded with a FIS grant from the Carlos III Health 
Institute for a three year period. This line of study, which the IJC de-
velops in cooperation with the Catalan Oncology Institute, is based in 
detecting whether there are leukaemic cells left when patients seem 
to be free from the disease. The use of the most recent technology is 
being compared to the current standard method to find out whether 
it is more precise and avoids false negatives (in which the patient is 
declared to be free from the disease when, in fact, he is not).  

During this period, the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute 
in cooperation with the Catalan Oncology Institute, has participated in 
an important international clinical trial published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine addressed to improve the treatment for multiple 
myeloma patients who cannot receive a bone marrow transplant due 
to their advanced age, which is most of them. A total amount of 1,623 
patients suffering from multiple myeloma in these circumstances have 
taken part in a worldwide trial carried out by 246 treatment facilities 
in 18 countries. Some of these patients have been diagnosed and 
are treated at the Catalan Oncology Institute (ICO) / Trias i  Pujol 
Hospital by Dr Albert Oriol (6). The patients that received the tested 
combination continuously (lenalidomide and dexamethasone) lived 
longer without the disease progressing (25.5 months) in comparison 
to the 20.7 months patients receiving 28 cycles did and the 21.2 
months patients treated with the standard treatment did. The trial also 
examined the secondary effects, which have significantly improved.

5

4

6
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The Sant Pau Campus
The Sant Pau Campus is currently being 
planned. This facility will have access to the 
Haematology Services and Transplant Unit 
laboratories, and to the laboratories at the Sant 
Pau Research Foundation and the Medical School. 
Their coordinator is Prof Jordi Sierra, in charge of 
the Clinical Haematology and Haematopoietic 
Transplant Unit at the Hospital de Sant Pau. 

However, research projects of the Josep 
Carreras Leukaemia Institute are developed 
there, such as:

Project: Strategies to refine hematopoietic cell 
transplant technique. 

Researchers: Dr. Albert Esquirol, Dr. Rodrigo 
Martino y Prof. Jordi Sierra.

Project: Modelling the individual risk of throm-
bosis in Oncology (MIRTO) (project to define 
the risk of suffering a venous thrombosis event 

(VTE or an ischemic ictus in patients with solid 
or haematological cancer))

Researchers: Dr Juan Carlos Sounto Andrés 
and José Antonio Millón.

Project: Quality of life studies in patients 
with severe haematological malignancies. 
Researchers: Anna Barata, Dr Rodrigo Martino 
and Prof Jordi Sierra.

Project: Haematology research lines from the 
Oncogenetics and Antitumour Group addressed 
to the development of animal models of the dis-
ease disseminated in acute myeloid leukaemia 
(AML) and diffuse large cell lymphoma.

Researchers: Dr Ramon Mangues, Dr Isolda 
Casanova, Dr Alberto Gallardo, Ugutz Unzueta, 
Dr Víctor Pallarés, Dr Patricia Álamo and Cristina 
Suárez.

/ Our fight will endure, UNTIL THERE'S A CURE
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New opportunities for public resources

Two IJC research groups have been recognised during 2014 by the Support programme for Scientific 
Research of the Catalan Government. The recognition was for the group working on stem cells directed 
by Dr Pablo Menéndez at the Clínic-UB Campus and the one dedicated to haematological neoplasms 
directed by Dr Francesc Solé at the ICO-Germans Trias i Pujol Campus. This programme is funded with 
21.6 million euros for the 2014-2016 period. The groups can use these funds to finance their teams and 
doctorate students working on their projects. This recognition is vital to be able to apply for these funds. 

Progress in Primary Myelofibrosis

From 1999, the European Hematology Association (EHA) offers a biannual grant for young European 
haematologists sponsored by the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Foundation. The winner of the 2014 and 
2015 grant is Dr Ionna Triviai from the University Medical Center in Hamburg, Germany. Dr Triviai 
will receive 50,000 euros a year to develop the project: “Determination of secretome regulators in a 
mouse model of Primary Myelofibrosis”. 

Alliance for excellence in the health field

In May 2014, our research centre joined the HUB (Health Universitat de Barcelona Campus), a pool of 
allied organizations, to obtain excellence in health and international research. The HUB was created in 2010 
to share knowledge among participating organizations and to extrapolate this information from universities 
to their nearby surroundings (hospitals, faculties, research centres…) and to society. The HUB forms a 
dynamic ecosystem in which the different actors complement each other to obtain a multiplying growth 
and development effect. The Health Department of the Catalan Government, the University and Research 
commission of the Catalan Government, the Barcelona and Hospitalet de Llobregat Councils and other 
organizations such as the Sant Joan de Déu Foundation, the Bellvitge Research Institute or the Agustí Pi i 
Sunyer Biomedical Investigation Institute are part of the HUB, among others.

MORE 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

LINES OF WORKOur fight will endure, UNTIL THERE'S A CURE /
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What is REDMO?
Until we find a compatible bone marrow donor for 
every patient, OUR FIGHT WILL ENDURE. 

Often, the only chance for a cure for many 
leukaemic patients or for those who suffer from other 
haematological malignancies is a bone marrow, 
peripheral blood or umbilical cord blood transplant 
(haematopoietic progenitors). Unfortunately, 3 out 
of every 4 do not have a compatible donor in 
their own family. These people have to turn to a 
voluntary donor. The Josep Carreras Leukaemia 
Foundation created, through the master agreement 
with the National Health System and in coordination 
with Autonomous Communities, the Bone Marrow 
Donor Registry (REDMO) in 1991, and is till 
managing it today. REDMO is connected to the 
international network and can therefore access the 

more than 25 million voluntary donors worldwide in 
every search, and the more than 600,000 umbilical 
blood cord units available in any part of the world. 

Fourteen people work full time in REDMO 
and two more work part time on IT and quality 
control. REDMO works directly with all public 
Spanish hospitals that perform unrelated donor 
haematopoietic transplants (29) and with all the 
donor registries and authorised umbilical cord 
blood banks around the world. 

REDMO is officially recognised as a tissue 
establishment, fulfilling all the requisites of 
the Master Agreement and the RDL 9-2014.

/ Hasta que no la curemos, NO PARAREMOS

Bone marrow donation can save lives and requires 
a relatively simple process. In any case, the infor-
mation on the donation is dense and requires a 
calm reading. Gathering extensive information is 
the best way to make the decision to become a 
bone marrow donor. Remember that becoming 
a bone marrow donor is not difficult but it is a 
commitment. Once you register as a voluntary 

donor you will be available for the donation of 
haematopoietic progenitors for anyone around the 
world who needs it. Anyone between 18 and 55 
years old who is in good health and lives in Spain 
can register in REDMO. We think it is essential to 
remind you that although anyone who fulfils these 
requirements is welcome, young donors (between 
18 and 35 years old) are especially necessary.

What is bone marrow donation?

You can find more information and an explanatory video at www.fcarreras.org/donamedula

LINES OF WORKBone Marrow Donor Registry /
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80
Number of Spanish bone marrow donors 

that have carried out their donation for a 

Spanish or foreign patient in 2014.

43 for a Spanish patient & 

37 for a foreign patient

246
Number of umbilical blood cord units pre-

served in a Spanish public bank that have 

been donated for a transplant for national 

or foreign patient in 2014. 

49 for a Spanish patient & 

197 for a foreign patient

Hasta que no la curemos, NO PARAREMOS /

“Ángel is 53 years old and 
lives in Valencia. In 2003 he 
registered as a bone marrow 
donor. The 2nd of December 
2014 he carried out the 
donation for a foreign patient 
who needed it”.

32,929
Number of bone marrow 

donors registered during 

2014 in Spain, 25% more that 

the previous year. 

164,749
Total number of bone marrow 

donors registered in Spain on 

the 31st of December 2014.

3,084
Number of umbilical cord

blood units stored in Spanish 

public banks during 2014.

60,437
Total number of umbilical 

cord blood units stored in 

Spanish public banks on the 

31st of December 2014.

Evolution of the number of bone marrow 
donors in Spain (1994-2014).

Evolution of the number of umbilical cord blood 
units stored in Spanish public banks (1997-2014).
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Since 1991, the Bone Marrow Donor Registry (REDMO) at the Josep Carreras Foundation, has per-
formed  8,788 searches for Spanish patients, allowing the location of 11,258 compatible bone marrow 
and umbilical cord blood unit donations, due to which 4,600 haematopoietic progenitor transplants 
have been carried out (bone marrow, peripheral blood or umbilical cord blood) in our country. 
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Evolution of the number of haematopoietic 
progenitor transplants from unrelated 
donors performed in Spain  (1994-2014).

Different diagnosis in patients that underwent an 
unrelated donor haematopoietic transplant in Spain 
during 2014. 

TRASPLANTS

“Jennifer is 24 years old and lives in 
Vizcaya. At the end of 2013 she was 
diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic 
leukaemia and underwent a 
voluntary donor transplant in August 
2014. Thanks to this person, located 
by our REDMO team, Jennifer is 
recovering very well”.

Haematopoietic transplants (bone 
marrow, peripheral blood or umbilical 
cord blood) from an unrelated donor 
located by REDMO and performed in 
Spanish hospitals during 2014: 452 
(79 bone marrow transplants, 284 
peripheral blood transplants and 
89 from umbilical cord blood unit 
transplants). 

LINES OF WORK

The average time of search for 
a donor during 2014 was 36 
days, locating 93% of donors 
in less than three months. 

855
Searches for bone marrow, peripheral 

blood donors and/or umbilical cord blood 

units initiated for a national or foreign 

patient by the Bone Marrow Donor 

Registry in 2014.

607
Patients for whom at least one compatible 

bone marrow or peripheral blood donor 

was located in 2014. 

1,076 
Compatible donors located for Spanish 

patients in 2014. 
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AML Acute Myeloid Leukaemia

ALL Acute Lymphoblastic Leukaemia

MDS Myelodysplastic Syndromes

NHL Non Hodgkin Lymphomas

Other illnesses

Bone marrow failure

Monoclonal Gammopathy

Other types of leukaemia

LMC Chronic Myeloid Leukaemia 

HL Hodgkin Lymphoma 

131

93

59

41

41
2723

17

11

9

Bone Marrow

Umbilical cord blood

Peripheral Blood

Yearly TOTAL
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““My name is Isabel, I am 28 years old and I am 
from Salamanca. In November 2013 I was diagnosed 
a type of leukaemia which can only be cured through 
bone marrow donation. After 4 months wait for a 
compatible donor and receiving various cycles of 
chemotherapy, I was able to undergo a transplant. 
Thanks to an anonymous donor located by the Josep 
Carreras Foundation, I am recovering from my illness”. 

PATIENT ASSISTANCE

At the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Foundation we 
offer a free online medical consultation service 
so as to offer patients and their families a bet-
ter understanding of their diagnosis, a second 
medical opinion or treatment recommendations. 
Obviously the support we offer is never meant to 
replace the criteria of the patient’s medical team, 
but to offer a better understanding of the disease 
and the steps to be taken. 

From 2010, more than 8,500 people have ad-
dressed this service managed by Dr Enric 
Carreras, well-known haematologist and director 
of the Bone Marrow Donor Registry. In 2014, Dr 
Carreras took care of 2,119 requests for medical 
guidance. 

In the same way, there are many people who, es-
pecially through our presence on social networks 
such as Facebook, approach our organization to 
request more basic information about leukaemia, 
lymphomas, bone marrow donation or other as-
pects of haematological malignancies. To be able 
to spread our work and satisfy these information 
requests, the Foundation has personnel dedicated 
to the follow up and attention of the requests we 
receive through these channels and phone lines. 
In 2014*, we took care of 1,017 requests (488 on 

bone marrow or umbilical cord blood donation, 
124 on foreign patient cases, 186 on medical 
information requests or psychological orientation 
and 219 on other issues). 

* From May 2014

Medical consultations managed.
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The patient accommodation network was born from 
our concern at the Josep Carreras Foundation for 
the wellbeing of the patient and his family during 
treatment. Since 1994, we have six available 
apartments for patients with limited resources 
and their families, for they often have to spend long 
periods of time away from home. Our apartments are 
located near all the main reference hospitals for 
leukaemia and other haematological malignancy 
treatments in Barcelona. (Hospital Clínic, Hospital 
de la Vall d’Hebron, Hospital de la Santa Creu i Sant 
Pau, Hospital Duran i Reynals / ICO - L’Hospitalet de 
Llobregat, Hospital Germans Trias i Pujol / ICO - 
Badalona) Also, from 2012, the foundation has a 
hotel room available at the NH Porta de Barcelona 
hotel, thanks to a cooperation agreement signed 
between the children’s hospital Sant Joan de Déu 
in Barcelona and NH hotels.  

228
Record of patients taken in, from 1994. 

28 
Patients taken in during 2014. 

53,4 DAYS 
Average stay of patients in 2014 (with a 

minimum of 1 and a maximum of 332)

*70,1% 
% of patient apartments in 2014.

*Between the months of July and 
October 2014 two of our apartments were 
unavailable because of maintenance work. 

Provinces of residence of the 
228 patients taken into the 
Josep Carreras Foundation 
apartments (1994-2014).

Irene Serrano, is 24 years old and lives in Alpicat 
(Lleida). During the months of January, February 
and March 2014 she was recovering in one of our 
available apartments with her mum, Deni. At 22, 
Irene was diagnosed acute lymphoblastic leukaemia 
and at the end of 2013 she underwent a bone marrow 
transplant from a German donor located by the 
Foundation. 

IN OUR APARTMENTS 
WE HAVE ALSO TAKEN IN 
PATIENTS FROM ANDORRA, 
ARGENTINA, MEXICO, PERU, 
ROMANIA & RUSSIA.

  GERONA

  BARCELONA

  TARRAGONA

  CASTELLÓN

  MÚRCIA

  ALMERIA
  MÁLAGA

  CÁDIZ

NAVARRA

  GUIPÚZQUA

  VIZCAYA

  ASTURIAS

  PONTEVEDRA

  ORENSE
  BURGOS

  LEÓN

  ZARAGOZA
LÉRIDA

  TERUEL

  BADAJOZ

  JAÉN

  ALBACETE

  HUESCA

  GRAN CANARIA

  TENERIFE

  MENORCA

  MALLORCA

ACCOMMODATION
for patients & their families 

LINES OF WORKPatient acommodation /
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Year after year, the team of people UNSTOPPABLE AGAINST 
LEUKAEMIA grows, strengthening their effort and eagerness to 
cooperate and, in this way, allowing the Foundation’s projects to 
consolidate. Our regular donors are an essential part of the fight 
against leukaemia. Thanks to their commitment and solidarity, they 
guarantee the continuity and development of our programmes, and, 
like this, the progress of the fight against the disease. To all the 
donors that are with us day after day, THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

SOME DATA

Evolution of the Foundation's number of regular donors (1995-2014).

Throughout 2014, the Foundation's regular donors have donated 
a total amount of €5,850,950.51, which have been entirely in-
vested in the Foundation's charitable activities and programmes.

The average age of our donors is 
48 years old. 

11,4% 
Galicia

20,5% 
Catalonia

21,1% 
Madrid

9,7% 
Andalusia

The Autonomous 
Communities with the 
most donors are:

There are also many people who make one-time donations to our 
cause. During 2014 we have received 1,341 one-time donations for 
a total amount of  €131,658.98 a year.

70,7% 
women

29,3% 
men

Our donors by gender.

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

1999

1998

1997

1996

1995

30.346 

23.662 

19.639 

8.111 

4.394 

2.290 

1.563

953 

852 

744 

326 

298 

253 

228 

90 

77

15

59,222

47,164

34,291

Total regular donors on 
the 31st  of December 2014. 

12,058 new donors registered 
during  2014.

donors who increased their 
donations during  2014.5,137

30,8% of our donors donates €72 a year.

20,8% of our donors donates €120 a year. 

OUR DONORS

Our regular donors /
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320
Collaborators

106
Events carried out

¤110,221.44
Amount raised in 2014

¤338,738.14
Amount raised in the last four years

In the last few years we have watched with great satisfaction more and 
more people carry out solidary events to raise funds for our organization. 
Very often they are ideas suggested by ex-patients and their families. Things 
such as sporting events, wedding, party and solidary first communion 
celebrations, craft sales, etc. We would like to underline the challenges 
created through the online micro-donation platform Migranodearena.org 
and thank all its promoters. From the Josep Carreras Foundation we thank 
every one of these initiatives with all our heart, knowing they are always 
carried out with determination, hope and dedication.

We want to thank the following people for raising funds by organising solidary events during 2014: Jesús Marchan and Mª Rosa López, Teresa Sánchez, Dolors 
Hornero, Alicia Fernández, José Luis Pizarro, Noelia Galera, Alfons Gómez, Josep Mª Pujals, Mª Luisa de Cáceres Agell and Marisa de Cáceres Zurita, Virginia Sánchez, 
Mercè Pascual, Julio Jáurena’s family, Felip Laborda, Esther Lázaro, Laura Torres-Peralta, Álvaro Lodeiro Novo, Mª José Sala, Nathalie Agudo, Juan Gaitán, Juana Sán-
chez, Mª del Mar Blázquez, Marco Borromeo, the Dacasa family, Marta Blanco, Mª Lluïsa Membrado, Belén Álvarez, María Cibelle Merino, Mayte Ruiz, Juan Carlos Vallejo, 
Alicia Martín, Maite Márquez, Charo Santos, Virginia Martínez, Cristina Peñil, Carmen Peña, Eva Mª Calvo, Esther Lázaro, Mapi Navarro, Ana Maeso, Miriam Vallejos, Marta 
Ranchal, Carmen Cubero, Sara Codina, Juan Alfredo Guzmán and José Manuel Cano, David Gil, José Antonio Caño, Rafael Lucas, José Miguel Mateo, Coral Aja Pérez, 
Alberto Hernández Pérez, Enrique Morales Toribio, Mª Carmen Fernández, Miguel Martínez Souto, Romina Fernández, Alfred Busquets, Miquel Sebastià, Isabel Tamboleo, 
Javier Rodríguez, Juan Carlos Martínez, María Moreno Pérez, Maria and Jos, Vanesa Velasco, Ruben Tapia, Antoni Segura, Lou Martínez, Pepita Fondevila, Estel Alonso, 
Magdalena Vivancos, Ramón Fortes, Mireia Corbacho and Lidia Serra, Lourdes Torreira Yañez, Fco. Javier Sánchez, Mariano García, Mª Rosa Bonet, Sònia Villà, Fco. Javier 
Rodriguez, Thaïs Olías, Eva Ruiz, Albino Rodríguez, Jaime Velasco, Iolanda López, Isabel, Miguel Macías, Yolanda Martínez Santiago, Mª Rosa Bonet, Margarita, Encarna 
Pérez González, Eduardo Sanz, María Eugenia, José Antonio Trujillo, Vanessa González, Emilio Roca, Familia Peris Membrado and Professor Mercury.

 / Actos Benéficos

SOLIDARY EVENTS

For more information you can call the number  93 414 55 66 or send us an e-mail at imagina@fcarreras.es

Total yearly amount raised 
from Solidary Events.

 / Solidary events
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Reaching the final cure for leukaemia is in 
the hands of our scientists, but you can also 
commit to this future.

Through your inheritance or legacy you can 
continue to fight against leukaemia. Making a tes-
tament in favour of the Josep Carreras Foundation 
is the best way to offer your solidarity from be-
yond time and to commit to people suffering from 
leukaemia. 

In our country there is a certain discomfort 
when talking about money and not much of a 
prevention culture. For this reason, many people 
do not make a testament and end up leaving a 
handful of problems as their inheritance. You have 
to make a testament. It is not us who say it but 
lawyers and tax advisors: it is a favour to descen-
dants and to oneself. It must be seen as a tool to 
shape your rights and future will. It saves a lot of 
paperwork and possible headaches for inheritors. 
On the other hand, you make sure your last will is 
carried out. Finally, it is a way to think about what 
we have and who will make the best use of it. 

The people who, at some point, decided to 
make a solidary testament in favour of the Josep 

Carreras Leukaemia Foundation, lived in Alicante, 
Almería, Barcelona, Cádiz, Girona, Granada and 
Tarragona, and also in France and the United 
Kingdom. 

We want to deeply thank those people who 
have significantly contributed by allowing us to 
turn their legacies into new opportunities for leu-
kaemic patients.

Herencias y Legados /

For more information you can call the number 93 414 55 66 or send us an e-mail at amics@fcarreras.es

thanks to the 
solidarity of  

In 2014, this total amount reached 

¤390,597.6932 WOMEN
8 MEN

Total funds from Inheritances and Legacies. 

INHERITANCES 
& LEGACIES

During the last four years (2011-2014), the Josep Carreras Leukaemia Foundation has received

Inheritances and Legacies /
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We thank all the companies that have joined our cause in 2014 and those that have remained faithful 
in their cooperation to the fight against leukaemia. Their support is an alliance of shared values, an 
investment in solidarity and it allows us to offer patients greater future chances.

The following companies have cooperated 
with the Foundation in different ways: 
direct funding, fundraising through 
employees, clients or users and others.

The agreements reached with the telephone 
companies Movistar, Orange y Vodafone have 
allowed us to raise funds among their clients 
through the solidary SMS number 28027. 

Many companies and organizations have 
cooperated through the donation of products 
and/or services free of charge and granted us 
advertising and awareness raising space. 

AUTO CHRISTIAN
BON PREU
CAFUR
CAVES PERE OLIVELLA
CUMSA
FUNDACION LA CAIXA
FUNDACION REAL DREAMS
FUNDACION SAMCA
FUNDACION TEAMING
FUTBOLING
INVENT FARMA
JP MORGAN
LA COLECCIÓN GRÁFICA
LINEA HOGAR
MANGO
MARISMA WELNESS CENTER
MR. WONDERFUL
NEU DONOSTI
PRIVALIA
PROMOMIDA
QUALIMENT
RACC
RESTAURANTE OCHO Y MEDIO
ROCA SANITARIOS
SANTI BURGAS
SONIA CANARIAS
THE PHONE HOUSE
TRANSPORTS CODINA
WORLDCOO
WURTH

ADIF
AJUNTAMENT DE BARCELONA
ALOOHA RETAIL
ASTURIAS TV
ATRAPALO.COM
ATRESMEDIA
AYUNTAMIENTO DE SANTANDER
BACARDI
BBVA
BOEHRINGER
CALLAO DIGITAL
CANAL EXTREMADURA
CARAT
CLEAR CHANNEL
CORTEFIEL
DELOITTE
DEUTSCHE BANK
EL CORTE INGLES
GIMAGE
GRUPO VIPS
HEWLETT PACKARD
IMAGINARIUM
IMPACT MEDIA
INFOJOBS / SCHIBSTED
IN-STORE MEDIA
IWALL
MARBET
MEDIASET
METRO MADRID
METROPOLITANA
MIGUELAÑEZ
MOVILBOX
NEO ADVERTISING
NH HOTELES
NOVARTIS
ORANGE
PASCUAL
PRINCESITA
PROMEGA
RALPH LAUREN
SONAE SIERRA
TELEFONICA
TV3
TVCAN
VIDEOLAB
WURTH

SOLIDARY COMPANIES

Companies that have 
funded our awareness 

campaigns during 2014 

Cooperating 
companies

 / Solidary companies
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The Corporate Member Plan includes all companies that decide to cooperate with a minimum yearly 
amount of €1,500, towards our values and goals, establishing a stable commitment to the fight against 
leukaemia. Thank you very much!

CORPORATE MEMBERS 
OF HONOUR 

CELGENE /

CLIAN HOLDING /

ENAGÁS /

FUNDACIÓN JÚNGEL SANJUÁN

VIP CORPORATE 
MEMBERS  

ALIMENTACIÓN Y FARMACIA /

AUXADI /

AYUDAS DINÁMICAS /

BUNGE IBÉRICA /

CHECKPOINT SYSTEMS ESPAÑA /

COMMON MANAGEMENT 

SOLUTIONS /

NACEX /

THE KITCHEN IS CLOSE

CORPORATE 
MEMBERS 

ALUMINIOS CORTIZO /

ALUMINIOS SECADES /

ALZAMORA PACKAGING /

BANDE À PART, 

ESCUELA DE CINE /

CONSERVAS EL NAVARRICO /

CONSUM /

ENGEL & VÖELKERS SANT JUST /

ERRA TECNI-RAM /

EXCAVACIONES Y 

CONSTRUCCIONES GERMÁN /

FLUIDRA /

FRUTOS SECOS IBIZA /

FUNDICIÓN Y SISTEMAS 

AVANZADOS /

HIJO DE VICENTE 

NAVARRO PASTOR /

HOUSE STANDING /

INGECAL /

INGENIEROS EMETRES /

INTERNACO /

LUNAMÓVIL /

MAGNESITAS NAVARRAS /

MAHESO /

MON PIRINEU /

PAVIMARSA /

PINOS DEL RASO /

VITOGÁS ESPAÑA

The “Corporate 
Member Plan” in 2014

For more information please contact the Corporate Alliance Department: 93 414 55 66 / belen.roldan@fcarreras.es

Solidary companyes /
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We also manage our own online news media and are 
very present on social networks, following the main 
communication trends where society participates 
more and more every day:

Each year we carry out different awareness cam-
paigns on a national level with the aim of explaining 
prevalence of leukaemia and other haematological 
malignancies in our society and raising more funds 
to continue with our programmes. During 2014, we 
want to highlight the following campaigns:

Christmas Campaign  2014: 
THE OTHER LOTTERY
Through Christmas 2014 we raised funds through 
the online campaign “The other lottery”, also with 
the aim of obtaining further resources through SMS 
(NOLEUCEMIA to 28027). The funds raised are also 
destined to pay for the Foundation’s social and 
scientific programmes.

               Log into www.laotraloteria.org

Communication and e-marketing campaigns

The Foundation in the media

Our presence in social networks Our awareness campaigns

Conventional and digital media have also supported our work. During 2014, 1,194 news items have been 
published about our work. 

Our official Twitter account, followed by 

5,716 USERS
www.twitter.com/fcarreras

Our YouTube channel already has 

95 VIDEOS
www.youtube.com/fundacionjcarreras

Our official Facebook page, 
actively followed by  

126,723 PEOPLE
www.facebook.com/fundacioncarreras

The Foundation’s blog received in 2014,  

38,211 VISITS
www.fundacionjosepcarreras.blogspot.com

Our website*, visited in 2014 by 

839,379 PEOPLE 
www.fcarreras.org

*The website offers a lot of information on 
malignant blood diseases and their treat-
ment, on bone marrow donation and hun-
dreds of patient and ex-patient testimonies. 

OUR COMMUNITY

 / Our community
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To celebrate the 2014 Leukaemia Week, almost 
300 patients and ex-patients who suffered or are 
suffering from leukaemia, lymphoma, multiple 
myeloma and other blood diseases were out in the 
street trying awaken awareness in society and ask for 
their cooperation to continue research. The event took 
place, for the third year in a row, in 16 autonomous 
communities and 39 Spanish provinces. Also, 77 
families with child or teenage patients participated, 
for leukaemia is the most frequent child cancer. 

The “Magical Machine” campaign had the goal 
of raising at least €38,500 through a solidary SMS 
(NOLEUCEMIA to 28027) to continue to improve our 
lab teams and keep up the research. 

Finally, we managed to raise many more funds 
(more than €57,000!) which have been entirely 
invested in more pioneering equipment for the Josep 
Carreras Leukaemia Research Institute. Given that we 
raised more than we expected, aside from acquiring 
the cell separator for our ICO-Germans Trias i Pujol 
labs that we wanted to get with the funds raised, we 
were also able to acquire an ultracentrifuge and a -80º 
freezer. To be able to carry out such applied research 

it is necessary to work with patient samples. A very 
important part of our work is collecting, processing 
and preserving samples from our patients in the best 
possible condition for their study. 

This campaign was developed with the special 
support of the actress Paula Echevarría who we 
thank with all our hearts for her selfless cooperation. 
Paula also took the time to visit the children 
hospitalised in La Paz Hospital in Madrid.

The Leukaemia Week (21st-28th of June):  
THE MAGICAL MACHINE

Communication and e-marketing campaigns /
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CONNECT NOW
TO OUR ONLINE 
STORE & FIND 
OUT ABOUT 
OUR SOLIDARY 
PRODUCTS: 
www.tiendafcarreras.org

Solidary store

ONLINE





Muntaner, 383 2º - 08021 Barcelona ︴ Tel. 93 414 55 66 ︴ info@fcarreras.es ︴ www.fcarreras.org

Our aim is for leukaemia
to one day become 

100% curable.


