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The webpage - MDS Diagnostics 

Introduction 

The symptoms of MDS are often not 
specific and a precise diagnosis can only 
be made by comprehensive examina-
tions of blood and bone marrow samples. 
The diagnosis of MDS is based on cell 
morphology and is often not simple; not 
all clear-cut examples of abnormal blood 
and marrow cells (myelodysplasia) in the 
three major cell lines of hematopoiesis  
represent MDS. The precise diagnosis of 
MDS is the key for assessment of prog-
nosis and planning risk adapted treat-
ment. 

 

For help and assistance of physicians 
(hematologists as well as pathologists) to 
identify and diagnose MDS in general and 
MDS-subtypes in detail, Prof. Germing 
initiated the MDS specific website. He 
brought together scientific colleagues with 
decades of experience in the field of di-
agnostics and prognosis of MDS. These 
experts participate in the content of the 
website with their own contributions and 
presentations. These experts of the sci-
entific committee and their contributions 
will be presented in a short form below. 

 

 
www.mdsdiagnosis.com homepage screen shot 

 

The members of the scientific committee 

Dr. U. Germing is the vice head of the 
Department of Haematology, Oncology 
and Clinical Immunology, Heinrich-Heine-
University, Düsseldorf, Germany. His fo-
cus is diagnosis, classification and prog-
nosis of MDS. He is giving a presentation 
on prognosis of MDS including the scor-
ing systems and new prognostic parame-
ters on the website. In addition to Profes-
sor Germing following well-known MDS 
experts participate in the website content, 
which illustrate various aspects and 
branches of MDS diagnosis. 

 

Dr. J.M. Bennett is one of the world´s 
leading authorities on Myelodysplasia. He 
is first author of the FAB classification of 
MDS, that was the start for scientific work 
in the field of MDS.In a lecture and in a 
course he presents the topic of Cytomor-
phology including the morphologic char-
acteristics of specific MDS subtypes. 

Dr. Solé is one of the world’s leading au-
thorities on Cytogenetics in Myelodyspla-
sia. He was involved in the revised prog-
nostic IPSS-R system.                      >>> 
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KOL2 KOL communicator 

On the website he introduces the Fluo-
rescence in situ hybridization method 
(FISH) as a complement to the conven-
tional cytogenetics in MDS diagnosis and 
presents specific marks in MDS patients. 
Both held in a lecture and a course. 

Dr. Haase is the Director of the Tumorcy-
togenetic Laboratory and of the Laborato-
ry for Specialised Haematologic Diagnos-
tics at the Department of Haematology 
and Oncology, Georg-August-University 
of Goettingen In a lecture and a course, 
he presents the topic cytogenetic analy-
sis in MDS patients regarding abnormali-
ties correlated with specific MDS-
subtypes and its effect in treatment and 
prognosis.  

Dr. R. Itzykson is Assistant Professor in 
the Hematology Department at Hôpital 
Saint-Louis, Paris. His clinical research 
focuses on the treatment of MDS with 
hypomethylating agents. His basic re-
search topics are the clonal architecture 
of myeloid malignancies, the clinical and 
molecular prognostic factors of MDS, and 
on the pathogenesis of CMML. 

In a lecture and a course, he presents the 
role of mutations in MDS in general and 
for some MDS-subtypes, regarding their 
clinical relevance and its effect in treat-
ment and prognosis. 

Dr. L. Saft, is a specialist (consultant) in 
clinical pathology & cytology, and head of 
the Hematopathology and Flow cytometry 
Section at the Department of Pathology, 
Karolinska University Hospital, Solna and 
Stockholm. In a lecture and a course, she 
presents the topic of Histomorphology in 
bone marrow (BM) of MDS patients. 

Dr. A. van de Loosdrecht is professor of 
hematology at the department of Hema-
tology, VUmc, Amsterdam. His research 
focus on the role of flow cytometry in the 
diagnosis, prognosis and monitoring of 
MDS. He is one of the global specialists 
in flow cytometry in MDS. In a lecture and 
a course, he introduces the technique of 
flow cytometry and presents major find-
ings in this field for patients with MDS. He 
describes what kind of additional infor-
mation flow cytometry can provide re-
garding prognosis and diagnosis. 

 

Lessons and courses are the core content of the website MDS diagnosis and provide not 
only information over subareas in MDS diagnostics; the visitor can also give feedback to 
lessons, courses and patients profiles. The patient profiles are fictional profiles with fic-
tional pictures and do not present a real person.  

For 2015, the website provides a platform for specific questions to a member of the Sci-
entific Board, the KOL2KOL communicator.  


