
promote scientific research, find bone-marrow and umbilical cord blood donors for 
people with leukemia who have no compatible family member, offer reception 
apartments for patients with limited financial resources and their families, offer free 
medical consultations, provide infrastructure for the main hospitals so that they can 
provide the most innovative technology for their patients, improve patients’ quality 
of life, go on working to make leukemia, one day, a disease that is curable 
for everyone in every case. Annual Report 2007.
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At that moment our organization had a few more than 2,000 members. In only six months 
more than 2,000 people have decided to join in the fight against leukemia and make a 
periodic donation to our cause, according to their means. At the end of 2007, the number of 
members had risen to 4,394. All these affiliations mean that bit by bit we are getting closer to 
our aim: that one day leukemia will be curable in every case. I am certain there is still a long 
way to go and that yet more people need to be involved, but I think this milestone is an 
important one and I want to thank you all with all my heart for your commitment.

I would like to draw particular attention to, and express my thanks for, the decision by the 
8,473 people who, in 2007, have joined the Register of Bone-marrow Donors (REDMO),
which the Foundation administers (45% more than the previous year). There are now more 
than 65,000 bone-marrow donors in Spain and over 28,000 units of umbilical cord blood 
available for any leukemia sufferer who needs a transplant and has no compatible family 
member. Three out of every four patients are in this situation. The number of donor searches 
carried out by REDMO has also increased considerably: in 2007, 555 searches were initiated, 
15% more than the previous year. You will find all this information and a lot more in this 
Report for 2007. I hope you will find it interesting.

Many thanks.

Sincerely,

LETTTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Josep Carreras

Dear Friends,

The time has come for us to share with you the 
activities we have carried out in 2007. The 
Annual Report is published to keep you 
informed about the progress of the 
Foundation’s current projects.

Probably many of you will remember the 
awareness-raising campaign the Foundation 
carried out in January 2007. During a visit to the 
Infant Hematology Department of the Hospital 
La Paz in Madrid, we launched a challenge to 
society through the media: if each year in Spain 
4,000 people fall ill with leukemia, the 
Foundation must obtain 4,000 members so that, 
symbolically, every patient has a little more 
hope. 
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Project reports SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

Support for scientific research is one of the José Carreras 
International Foundation’s highest priorities. Since 1988, more 
than 7.5 million euros have been invested in it and more than 
150 research projects have been funded. 37% of the 
organization’s annual budget is devoted to this task.

In the search for a cure for leukemia the Foundation awards 
national and international grants. These grants cover different 
fields: research into the causes of leukemia, improved 
treatment, etc.

The FIJC-07/ESP National Grant went to Dr Daniel 
Iglesias, of the Institut d’Investigació Biomèdica in 
Bellvitge (Barcelona). This project, which is being 
financed by the Caja Madrid Foundation, lasts for 12 
months and is funded with €30,000. The winning 
project is based on research into new therapeutic 
targets and new medications to cure chronic 
lymphocytic leukemia and is entitled Control of 
apoptosis in chronic lymphocytic leukemia cells by 
proteins of the BCL-2 family.

The winner of the FIJC-07/EDTHOMAS International Grant is Dr Jean François Rual. The project 
will be carried out in the Harvard Medical School Dept. of Cell Biology in Boston (USA).

The winner of the EHA Josep Carreras 2007 Grant is Dr Idoia Lahortiga of the Universtiy of 
Navarre, Dpt. of Genetics. Dr Lahortiga won the Foundation’s National award in 2004.

Left to right: Mr Rafael Spottorno, president of the 
Caja Madrid Foundation; Dr Daniel Iglesias and 
Mr Josep Carreras.
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Memoria de proyectos

REGISTER OF BONE-MARROW DONORS

The Register of Bone-Marrow Donors (REDMO) is the José Carreras International Foundation’s 
programme to coordinate the promotion of donorship and the search for donors of bone 
marrow and umbilical cord blood for the treatment of patients who have no compatible family 
member. The REDMO programme began in 1991 and it is the sole body in Spain devoted to 
the search for bone-marrow donors, under an agreement between the Carreras Foundation and 
the Ministry of Health and Consumer Affairs signed in 1994. Furthermore, in order to 
implement this agreement, the Foundation has signed agreements with almost all the 
Autonomous Communities.

Some of the most significant data for 2007 are:

An increase of 8,473 in the number of donors who have been typed (and are hence available 
on the register), 45% more than in 2006. By 31 December 2007, the total number of donors 
in Spain had reached 65,438. Worldwide, there are now almost 12 million bone-marrow 
donors and over 250,000 units of umbilical cord blood (of which more than 28,000 are in 
Spain).

EVOLUCIī NņMERO DE DONANTS TIPIFICATS EN CLASSE I Y II
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EVOLUCIī DEL NņMERO DE TRASPLANTAMENTS 
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In 2007, 555 new searches for bone-marrow donors were initiated (15% more than in 2006) 
and compatible donations were found for a total of 458 patients. The hospitals requesting them 
(which belong to the public system) carried out 278 transplants in 2007.

Since 1992 compatible donations have been found for 2,902 patients with leukemia or other 
blood diseases. The average search time in 2007 was 54 days. More than 74% of completed 
searches found a donor in less than three months.
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Numbers of transplants 
between 1992 and 2007

Since 1991, 1,601 transplants have been carried out for Spanish patients. It is interesting to note 
the increase in transplants using units of umbilical cord blood. Just between 2005 and 2007, the 
number of these increased by 85%. 
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In 2007, 947 searches were initiated for patients abroad. Since 1991, 72,518 searches of this 
type have been carried out

This year, 19 bone-marrow transplants have been carried out abroad using a Spanish donor 
and 95 transplants using units of umbilical cord blood
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Countries of origin of bone-marrow and peripheral blood donations for Spanish patients who 
received transplants in 2007
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Evoluci— de les recerques realitzades per REDMO (1991-2006)
(Incid¸ncia acumulada)
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In general terms it can be said that of every 3 searches initiated, suitable donors are found for 2 
patients, of whom 1 receives a transplant. REDMO searches for a type similar to the patient’s 
amongst all the available donors to find the best match and obtain the best possible results. The 
only way to find sufficiently compatible donors for a patient is to have information about the 
HLA antigens of a large number of possible donors. The fact that there are millions of possible 
combinations of different HLA antigens makes it difficult to locate a donor, not a family member, 
who is compatible with any given patient.

Searches carried out by REDMO (1991-2007) (accumulated incidence)

REGISTER OF BONE-MARROW DONORSProject reports
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REGISTER OF BONE-MARROW DONORSProject reports

% of bone marrow donors by Autonomous Community at 31 December 2007. 
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Total Spanish donors: 65,438.
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The Foundation’s reception apartment programme makes available, at the request of hospital 
social workers, a “home” for patients who have to come a long way from their normal place of 
residence to receive treatment and who do not have sufficient financial resources. 

The Foundation has 6 reception apartments close to Barcelona’s main public hospitals. While 
patients receive treatment, the Foundation’s reception apartments mean they can have their 
family close at hand. After leaving hospital, patients can convalesce with their family in a relaxed 
atmosphere. A Foundation representative visits them from time to time; for many, this is the only 
contact they have with the city.

In the course of 2007, the Foundation’s apartments have accommodated 23 patients 
accompanied by family members from several Autonomous Communities. Since 1994, 92
families have benefited from this service, who came from different parts of Spain (Mallorca, 
Burgos, Vigo, Albacete, Zaragoza, Pontevedra, Girona, León, Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Lleida, 
Málaga, Tarragona, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Pamplona, Jaén, Múrcia, Cádiz, Badajoz, 
Castellón and Teruel), as well as from Romania, Morocco, Andorra, Argentina, Paraguay and 
Russia.

Percentage occupation of reception 
apartments (2004-2007)

RECEPTION APARTMENTS FOR PATIENTSProject reports
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The Foundation has a Press Office, which keeps the media informed about the Foundation’s 
activities and those of its President. It also works to raise public awareness about the disease, and 
of the need to become involved and help in the battle to find a cure, etc.
In 2007:

The Foundation sends out a four-monthly bulletin with the latest information about the battle 
against leukemia to its members and financial supporters. You can consult the latest bulletins 
in the “Publications” section of the Foundation’s Web site: www.fcarreras.org. 

The Foundation also has a Web site which contains information about the disease, the 
donation of hematopoietic progenitors, ways of helping, forums, etc. In 2007, the site 
received over 110,000 visits.

- 148 requests from the media were dealt with
- The Foundation’s advertisement was sent to 54 magazines and newspapers
- The Foundation’s radio spot was sent to 39 radio stations
- 12 press releases were issued
- 17 interviews with José Carreras were arranged
- 33 news reports were arranged about the Foundation and about bone-marrow and 
umbilical cord blood donations.
- 297 news items were published about the Foundation’s activities, leukemia or bone-
marrow and umbilical cord blood donations
- 125 Foundation press announcements were published

PRESS AND COMMUNICATION
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Report in the magazine AR

http://www.fcarreras.org/


SOME AWARENESS-RAISING ACTIONS

M2007

Ricard Lobo, bone-marrow donor for an Italian patient, 
and Lucía González, a former patient who received a 
transplant from an American donor, took part in a press 
lunch organized by the Foundation in May 2007 to 
explain the latest news about bone-marrow 
transplantation to the media.

The well-known Catalan artist Josep 
Maria Riera i Aragó has donated this 
lithograph to the José Carreras 
Foundation. We have a limited edition 
of 75 prints which will be sold to 
support the battle against leukemia. 

A very unusual golf championship took place in Easter 
Week at La Envía golf course in Vícar, Almería. It was the 
1st Rocío Mendoza Benefit Championship Against 
Leukemia. Sadly, Rocío did not manage to overcome the 
illness, but her friends and family have not given up hope 
and, after the success of this first tournament, they will 
organize a similar event every year. 

On  23 April, Saint George’s day, the Foundation set up 
a stall in the Rambla Catalunya in Barcelona to let 
people know about the battle against leukemia and the 
importance of bone-marrow transplants.



By the end of  2007 there were 4,394 members. In the course of 2007, 2,104 people decided 
they would contribute regularly toward our fight against leukemia. For the José Carreras  
Foundation this means much more than a disinterested contribution each month, quarter or year. 
Our members are our basis in society, which allows us to develop our activities over the long 
term; they are the ones who keep the fight against leukemia going.Many thanks to all of them.

Growth in the number of members 2007

Total number of members (1995-2007)
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44.5% men
55.5% women

Distribution of members by sex and area of origin

OUR MEMBERS
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OUR PRESIDENT’S ACTIVITIES

Charity recital marathon by José Carreras
The charity recitals given by José Carreras in the course of the year are a very important source of 
funding for the Foundation. Amongst others, José Carreras gave recitals to support the fight against 
leukemia in Palma de Mallorca cathedral, the José Carreras theatre in Fuenlabrada (Madrid), the 
Megaron hall in Athens, the Plaisterers Hall in London and the Liceu theatre in Barcelona to mark the 
50th anniversary of the IESE business school.

M2007

The newspapers La Vanguardia and El País 
cooperated with the Foundation to release a 
collection of opera which they offered to their 
readers to mark 400 years since the origin of 
the genre. The collection, whichy included 
famous operas such as Verdi’s La Traviata, 
Bizet’s Carmen and Puccini’s La Bohème, 
enjoyed the exceptional endorsement of José
Carreras, whose image rights were devoted to 
help in the fight against leukemia. 

The distinction of Doctor Honoris Causa was 
conferred on José Carreras by the University of 
Pécs (Hungary). In his acceptance speech, José
Carreras stressed the extraordinary richness of 
Hungarian music, of which the composers Franz 
Liszt and Bela Bartok are prime examples. The 
latter died of leukemia, a fact which led our 
president to pass on once more the message of 
solidarity with those who suffer this disease. 



OUR PRESIDENT’S ACTIVITIES
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€6.5 million more towards making leukemia 100% curable 
one day
The German public showed their great generosity and 
confidence in the José Carreras project. The 13th Benefit Gala 
for the José Carreras Foundation raised donations amounting 
to €6.5 million in just over two hours. This solidarity marathon 
took place in December in Leipzig was shown live by the main 
public German TV channel, ARD.  
The thirteen benefit galas organized by the José Carreras  
Foundation in Germany have made it possible to raise €70 
million towards the battle against leukemia. The donations to 
this year’s gala have bettered the 2006 figure by over one 
million euros. The Foundation invests these funds in scientific 
research; the search for volunteer bone-marrow and umbilical 
cord blood donors for patients who have no compatible family 
member; the promotion of hospital infrastructures; and social 
services for patients and their families. 

The José Carreras Foundation and the Caja 
Madrid Foundation join forces to boost 
scientific research
Mr José Carreras and Mr Rafael Spottorno, 
Director of the Caja Madrid Foundation, 
met to affirm the latter foundation’s 
contribution to the battle against leukemia. 
The Caja Madrid Foundation is already 
funding one of the José Carreras 
Foundation’s grants for research into 
leukemia for young Spanish scientists. This 
year it covers a period of 12 months and is  
worth €30,000.

José Carreras met the senior management of Bayer-Schering 
(a pharmaceutical company that sponsors the Foundation) to 
describe to them in detail such Foundation activities as the 
donation of bone marrow and umbilical cord blood for 
patients who have no compatible  family member, current 
scientific research and the latest news and information about 
these fields



In January 2007, the games room on the sixth floor of the Hospital 
Materno-Infantil La Paz, Madrid, received a very special visit. José
Carreras and Iker Casillas came to see the children being treated in 
the Children’s Onco-Hematology department. They had come to 
show their solidarity with and affection for patients suffering from 
leukemia or other cancer-related blood diseases. 

After the visit, Iker Casillas and Mr Manuel Lamela, regional 
minister for health and consumer affairs in the Community of  
Madrid government, joined in with José Carreras to launch the 
Foundation’s annual publicity campaign. They threw down the 
challenge to society of the Foundation’s 2007 campaign: “raise 
4,000 members to give hope to the 4,000 people who fall ill every 
year with leukemia in Spain”. 

The 2007 campaign was mounted thanks to the support of the following sponsoring companies. Many 
thanks to Bayer-Schering, Allianz, Fundación Renta Corporación, Marcilla/Hornimans, Laboratorios
Inibsa and  Wurth.

SUPPORTING COMPANIES
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PROTECTOR COMPANIES 
Banco Bilbao Vizcaya Argentaria
Banco Santander Central Hispano
Caixa d'Estalvis i Pensions de Barcelona “La Caixa"
Caja Madrid
Chopard, Genève
Grup Torras S.A.
Ibercaja
SEPI
Telefonica S.A.

INDIVIDUALS AND BODIES WHO 
COLLABORATE
Carreras Club Wien
The José Carreras Society U.K. 
The José Carreras Society of America
José Carreras Fan Club Japan
José Carreras Skandinaviska Klubb
The Friends of José Carreras U.K. 
Mr Alfons Gómez
Ms Ursula Vestweber
Grupo Solidario Amigos de la Fundación

COLLABORATING COMPANIES

Advocats i Economistes Associats

AMGEN

Banc de Sabadell

BBVA

Bon Preu

Bristol Myers

Caja Navarra

Despacho Jiménez de Parga, Abogados
Asociados

Deutsche Bank

El País

Fundación Carrefour

Fundación Telefónica

Guipuzcoana

Honda

International Management Group

KPMG Auditores

La Vanguardia

Mango

RACC

Sony

Venca

We would also like to thank the
following for their support:

SUPPORTING COMPANIES
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If you would like to receive the Foundation’s Annual Report 
and accounts for the 2007 financial year, or for any other

information, please contact us at :

C/Muntaner, 383 2º

08021 Barcelona

Telephone: 93 414 55 66

E-mail: info@fcarreras.es

Web site: www.fcarreras.org

CONTACT
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